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principle, its disciplinary powers were very small. It had only
had a Central Bureau since 1900. Nor had the still more
shadowy International Federation of Trade Unions any more
effective power. The French Trade Unionists had endeavoured
to induce it to sanction the policy of a general strike against
war, which it had referred to the political International for
discussion. The subject was to have come up at the 1914
International Socialist Congress, which was never held.
Meanwhile, the only valid resolution on war was that passed
at Stuttgart in 1907, and again at Copenhagen in 1910. It
was drafted by Jean Jaures.
" If war threatens to break out it is the duty of the working
class in the countries concerned and of their parliamentary
representatives, with the help of the International Socialist
Bureau as a means of co-ordinating their action, to use every
effort to prevent war by all the means which seem to them
most appropriate, having regard to the sharpness of the
class-war and to the general political situation.
"Should war nevertheless break out, their duty is to
intervene to bring it promptly to an end, and with all their
energies to use the political and economic crisis created by
the war to rouse the populace from its slumbers, and to
hasten the fall of capitalist domination."
This amounted to an instruction to endeavour to prevent war,
and in the event of failure to use the opportunity for revolution.
The second part of the resolution was carried out by nobody
outside Russia; indeed, Lenin and Trotsky and their followers
claimed always that they were merely obeying literally the
decision of the International. But a sustained effort was made
to carry out the first.
The International Socialist Bureau itself, on the eve of the
assassination of Jaures in Paris, met and issued an emphatic
declaration against war; on August ist the British section met
and issued a manifesto of its own, signed by Keir Hardie and
Arthur Henderson on behalf of all the affiliated bodies. This
document vehemently denounced any attempt to bring Great
Britain into war on the side of Russia, and called upon the
workers to stand firmly for peace, and to refuse to allow the